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"Grace to you and peace from God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ." 
December 25,1978 
Religious News 
Successful Bolivian Campaign 
The most "explos ive" evangelistic cam-
paign ever held by Argent ine evangelist, 
Luis Palau , and his Team resulted in 
a lmost 20,000 public decisions for Christ 
in Bolivia last month . When the two week, 
three city campaign had ended, local 
churches had 18,916 persons to visit and 
incorporate into their congregations. 
Paperback 'Good News Bible' 
Sales Soar in Great Britain 
T w o y e a r s a f t e r t h e G o o d N e w s 
Bible—the first m a j o r Birtish paperback 
edition of the Bible—appeared in Britain 's 
bookstores, its sales appear to be nearing 
the two million mark . The public response 
has confirmed the belief in some British 
religious circles that religion in general, 
and Chris t iani ty in part icular , are among 
the country ' s most popular subjects for 
readers. 
A r e c e n t s t u d y by i n d e p e n d e n t 
publishers in Britain reveals that most new 
religious books are being purchased by 
n o n - C h r i s t i a n s , or a t least by those 
"c la iming to have no allegiance to in-
stitutionalized religion." 
PTL Television Network 
On Verge of Collapse 
A tearful J im Bakker , president of the 
P T L evangelical television network, has 
told viewers of the daily P T L C lub 
talkshow that the network is facing ruin 
and has pleaded for an immediate increase 
in financial contributions to keep the 
network and its religious programming on 
the air. 
H e made his appeal on the day the 
network 's 800 employees were scheduled 
to be paid, but would not, because of the 
$500,000 needed was not available. " W e ' r e 
within days of the network ceasing," he 
s ta ted on the television p r o g r a m . " I 
realized when I came to the studio today 
this was my last opportunity to see this 
ministry survive. I 'm not crying wolf. I 'm 
facing facts. I need a desperate miracle 
today ." 
The biggest part of PTL ' s reported 
indebtedness and financial problems has 
b e e n i t s p r o j e c t e d $ 1 0 0 m i l l i o n 
campground and university complex just 
across the state line in York County, S.C. , 
work on which was halted in August by the 
general contrac tor because P T L was more 
than $500,000 behind in its payments . 
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A Happy Christmas 
Herman W. Gockel 
From the Editor 
Each season of the Christian year has a word or words 
which characterize it. The season of Lent, with its focus on 
the cross, would be characterized by grace and renewal; 
Easter, by victory and hope; Pentecost, by power and 
purity; Christmas, by joy and peace. 
Although translators have had a problem agreeing on 
the exact translation of the angel's message spoken that 
first Christmas, the universal hope for these nearly 2,000 
years has been that a new age of peace and good will had 
dawned. Although these hopes have not been fully 
realized, there remains a persistent hope that man will turn 
from his foolish ways and follow the Prince of Peace. 
So, amid the articles with a distinct Christmas theme, 
there is the article on the New Call to Peacemaking, and 
the Editorial, both of which deal with the subject of war, 
peace, and the witness of the church. 
I believe that those churches, which have had an 
understanding of the demonic nature of war and violence, 
have an awesome opportunity to bear witness on this to the 
Christian church. It is gratifying to discover scattered 
throughout the Christian church a growing number of 
those who, although from other traditions, have come to a 
peace position. The time is at hand for an articulate 
biblical witness to reaffirm Jesus' assertion that His 
kingdom is not of this world, therefore his followers do not 
fight. 
When I think of this heritage and this opportunity I am 
reminded of Jesus' words to the Jews that the Kingdom of 
God would be taken from them and given to another 
because of their unfaithfulness in fulfilling God's destiny 
for them. I believe that this is an ever-present possibility. 
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Editorial 
A Breakthrough 
The institution of slavery dates back to the dawn of 
history. As a spoil of war, servitude was often the lot of the 
conquered. There are indications that the practice—at 
least in the West—was in decline until the opening of the 
continent of Africa and the discovery of America in the 
15th and 16th centuries. A reservoir of black labor in 
Africa and the need for cheap labor in the colonies of the 
New World revived the institution of slavery. 
It is with slavery in United States that we are most 
familiar. Until 120 years ago, slavery was legal in the 
southern states of the United States and the rights of slave 
owners were recognized by the northern states. Slavery 
was not a practice engaged in only by those outside the 
church. Christians were slave holders and the church found 
and offered justification for the institution of slavery. 
Slavery was justified on logical, pragmatic, and biblical 
grounds. It was necessary for the economic well-being of 
society. It was assumed that certain peoples were destined 
to rule; others, destined to serve. 
The church found Scriptures to justify the practice. The 
curse upon Canaan (Genesis 9:25-27) was cited in support 
of slavery. Slavery was practiced by Israel with provisions 
in the Mosaic code regulating it. 
The New Testament writers did not explicitly forbid 
slavery. Paul gave counsel to both slave and master 
(Ephesians 6:5-9, et al). He sent the runaway slave 
Onesimus back to his master, Philemon. Although Paul 
made some interesting suggestions to Philemon regarding 
Onesimus, he did not regard his house in Rome as a 
station of the "underground railroad." 
I am not suggesting that any of these Scriptures or all of 
them together justify the practice of human slavery, or 
permit Christians to engage in it. What I am pointing out 
is that Christians, wishing to justify slavery, found Scrip-
tures which they interpreted to support their position. 
But the Spirit was not without a witness. Christians such 
as William Wilberforce in England (1759-1833), John 
Woolman (1720-1772) and Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811-
1896) in the United States began to speak out against this 
evil. The Quakers and other Christian groups added to the 
prophetic voice. (Opposition to the holding of slaves by 
Methodists was one of the principle issues which led to the 
founding of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in 1843). 
Individual voices and awakened churches began to voice 
the inconsistency of being a follower of Jesus Christ and a 
holder of slaves. The result was to bring the Christian 
church to an understanding of the contradiction between 
the Christian faith and the institution of slavery. 
Today the practice of slavery would find no support 
within the Christian church. A practice that had a long 
tradition finally came under the judgment of the gospel. 
This happened as Spirit-led individuals and groups saw the 
inhumanity and unchristian nature of the practice; and 
through their witness the truth became clear to the 
Christian church. 
I find it difficult to escape the analogy between the 
institution of slavery and the practice of war. The Chris-
tian church is today with the question of war where the 
church of 150 years ago was with the question of slavery. 
What economic well-being was to slavery, national 
security is to war. Biblical texts are used to justify the 
Christian's participation in warfare. The church weighs 
text against text and comes out in favor of war as their 
ancestors weighed text against text and came out in 
support of slavery. 
Is it possible that the Christian church, in its justifica-
tion of war, has subordinated the teaching of Christ to the 
practices which existed under the Old Covenant—a cove-
nant which the writer to the Hebrews stated is now 
"obsolete" (Hebrews 8:13 NIV)? Is it possible that when 
the real test comes Caesar, rather than Christ, is found to 
be really lord? Is it possible that in the crucial hour of 
testing national loyalties would take precedence over love 
for Christian brethren and sisters, and the state which is 
transient in nature takes precedence over the church which 
is supra-national and eternal? 
I am not suggesting that war would be as easy to outlaw 
as slavery or even possible to outlaw at all. What I am 
calling for is the Christian church and individual 
Christians to witness against this great evil by refusing to 
participate in its carnage; that in an act of obedience to 
Christ we place ourselves on the side of peace with its 
unknown possibilities rather than on the side of war with 
the certainty of mass destruction and the incredible cost in 
human lives and Christian values. If the way of peace is 
naive, the way of war is surely madness. 
Christ promised that the Holy Spirit would lead his 
church into truth. (John 16:12-15) He suggests that truths 
not yet understood by his disciples would become clear 
under the ministry of the Spirit. 
I would like to believe that we may be at a crucial time 
in the life of the church when the Spirit is seeking to "guide 
the followers of Christ into all truth." Using those whose 
conscience against war has been sensitized, the Spirit will 
lead this generation of Christians to see the demonic 
nature of war as our fathers were led to see the denomic 
nature of slavery. 
Are we as Christians—as Brethren in Christ—prepared 
to renounce the empty promises of power and to commit 
ourselves to the costly but hopeful alternative of love, 
reaffirming our faith in the cross and the resurrection? 
Z 
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From Riches to Rags 
Eric Fife 
It was an evening in December 
when we strolled through a mountain 
town in Morocco. The street was 
narrow and cobbled, but always in the 
distance were the mountains, a soft 
blue velvet in the evening light. An 
overloaded donkey, goaded on by his 
master, pushed by us. In the entrance 
to their tiny shops sat substantial 
Arabs, always with time to talk, drink 
mint tea and laugh. 
W e w e r e p a s s i n g a h i g h , 
whitewashed wall in which was set a 
pair of massive green wooden doors. 
As one of them swung open, I could 
see inside a mass of animated life, 
human and animal. We received per-
mission to enter and, picking our way 
between small heaps of manure, found 
ourselves in a courtyard about the size 
of two tennis courts. It was tightly 
packed with camels, horses, donkeys, 
men and boys—all of them covered 
with generous amounts of dust after a 
long day of traveling. 
The choking smell of charcoal fires 
blended with the fragrance of the food 
being cooked over them. Little boys 
cared for the animals while their 
sisters carried smaller girls on their 
backs, or pots of water on their heads. 
Around the courtyard were a series of 
arches, each one leading to a box-like 
room that housed a family and into 
which, from time to time, an animal 
wandered to explore. 
Life in a 'fundook' 
This was a fundook, a Moroccan 
style country "motel ." 
"You know, it was in a place such 
as this that Christ was born," my 
companion mused as we walked on. 
My mind flashed back to the " inn" 
with its color , f r iendl iness , and 
animation—but also with its noise, 
dirt, and manure. No sterile delivery 
room for the Christ of God. 
"Though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor." 
Did these people feel their poverty? 
Perhaps not, if they had never known 
anything better. The worst torments of 
poverty are reserved for those who 
have been reduced to it after having 
known great wealth. Perhaps that is 
why it is so difficult for us to fathom 
what the Incarnation meant to Jesus 
Christ. We only barely understand 
what He left behind. 
Men class wealth in three different 
categories: possessions, power, and 
honor. But by whatever yardstick we 
measure the riches of mortals, Jesus in 
His pre-incarnate state stands in a 
class alone. 
In the area of possessions, for exam-
ple. The possessions of a Rockefeller 
pale into insignificance when con-
trasted with the possessions that were 
Christ's before He became poor. As 
one with the Father, He could say, 
"The silver and the gold is mine," and 
that included the gold in men's 
pockets as well as that still buried in 
the earth. By absolute power of crea-
tion He was rich beyond our com-
prehension. 
Some men could not be called 
wealthy as far as possessions go, but 
they have a wealth of power. Probably 
no man in history has wielded power 
over the destiny of so many men from 
so many countries as did General 
Eisenhower in World War II. Yet 
great as was his power, it is not to be 
compared with the power of the King 
of kings, whose command was 
acknowledged not only by men but 
also by angels, demons, and death. 
O the r s are not rich in ei ther 
possessions or power, but are blessed 
wi th f a m e a n d h o n o r . A l b e r t 
Schweitzer, traveling in England to 
receive further honors, went un-
recognized by his fellow travelers 
because he went third class and 
dressed so poorly. Yet for all his 
achievement and honor, it was not to 
Albert Schweitzer that God said, 
"Thou art my Son, this day have I 
begotten thee. . . . Let all God's angels 
worship him." The riches of honor 
which the preincarnate Christ knew 
reduce all other honors to nothing. 
But He was rich in yet another area, 
one which men can't even begin to 
attain. He was rich in holiness. Here 
He stands in awful loneliness. Even the 
angelic beings who stand before Him 
"cover their faces and cry "Holy, 
holy, holy. '" 
Extent of poverty 
It is only in the light of His prein-
carnate wealth that we can begin to 
understand the extent of the poverty. 
He took on Himself for our sakes. 
In terms of possessions, His birth in 
the fundook was typical of the pattern 
of His earthly existence. Born in an 
insignificant country full of enemy 
occupation troops, His home was 
likewise poor, His occupation menial. 
Later He would sum up His cur-
cumstances with the statement, "The 
foxes have holes, and the birds of the 
air have nests, but the Son of Man 
hath not where to lay His head." He 
might have added, "nor the money to 
pay His taxes." 
In terms of power and authority, He 
who had all power took on Himself the 
helplessness of a baby. After the stable 
He "was subject unto His parents" 
and eventually permitted Himself to 
become subject to a fanatical mob and 
Roman mercenaries. 
In terms of honor, He became 
subject to the charges of illegitimacy, 
drunkenness, disturbing the peace, and 
eventually died the death of a 
criminal. 
to page seven 
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The New Call to Peacemaking 
Hearing and Heeding the Call 
Martin H. Sehrag 
W h a t h a p p e n s w h e n 300 
peacemaking activists gather together 
and each one thinks he/she has the key 
to peacemaking? One soon sees the 
necessity of loving one's "enemies." 
Such is the only attempt at humor in 
this article. So read on in safety. My 
aim in this article is to record some of 
my major impressions stemming from 
attending the national meeting of the 
New Call to Peacemaking held at 
Green Lake, Wis. 
My first observation is that I was 
impressed with the biblical emphasis 
manifested at the conference. Such an 
impression is related to one's expec-
tations; I expected little and I was 
happily surprised. A few ideas from 
the final statement of the meeting 
illustrate my point of the biblical and 
evangelical thrust. One of the affir-
mations made was that all evangelism 
should include the consideration of 
peacemaking as inherent in the 
Gospel. Approval was also given to 
the belief that changed international 
relations grow out of true com-
munities of faith, "consisting of 
changed individuals ." The life, 
teachings, death and resurrection of 
Jesus were seen as foundational to the 
task of peacemaking. Note this quote 
from the final document: 
Dr. Schrag, professor of History of 
Christianity, Messiah College, is presently on a 
refresher leave doing research in the area of 
conflict resolution. 
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
shall be called the children of G o d . " 
(Mat thew 5:8). This affirmation of 
Jesus still defines our task. Biblical 
imperatives and the Spiri t 's presence 
a r e s t i l l o u r g u i d e in h u m a n 
re la t ionships . This confe rence has 
reaffirmed for us . . . our conviction that 
Christ ian love is the answer to violence 
in the world. Part icipation in and sup-
port of war totally contradicts our 
understanding of the Gospel of Christ . 
One of the reasons for the biblical and 
evangelical emphasis is that some 
evangelical Quakers have become ac-
tive in the peacemaking efforts. Thus, 
the biblical foundation was stressed 
more than I thought would be the 
case. 
Second, the conference realized that 
very basic in any kind of peacemaking 
is the need to strengthen the local 
base. Peace must first be expressed "in 
local congregations and meetings in 
actions that are directed inward to 
enhance the integrity of the peace 
witness and outward to enlarge the 
visibility of the peace witness." This 
statement was followed by a call to 
peace education in the local setting. 
There is little doubt but that the local 
situation is foundational. 
In the third place, I now see more 
clearly the need to heed the call to 
peacemaking. What are some of the 
factors involved? For one, nuclear 
weapons pose the growing threat of a 
global holocaust. More and more 
nations are making the bomb. This 
secular terror is increasingly becoming 
a possibility. Further, never in history 
have so many Christians wrestled with 
the morality of war and never before 
have so many examined the posture of 
the peace churches. There is also the 
fact that the United States is presently 
not engaged in a war. Far too often the 
historic peace churches have shelved 
their biblical pacifism until a war 
developed. To call for peace or claim 
the peace position only in a time of 
war is an understanding that lacks 
integrity. Presently there is a social 
atmosphere in which there is the 
needed openness to discuss the issues. 
At the same time, the word from 
Washington is that there is a move 
afoot to reinstate conscription. This 
would mean all draftable men, and 
maybe women, would be confronted 
with the decision of how to serve. On 
the other hand, we have recently 
witnessed the amazing Camp David 
meeting. Whatever the final outcome, 
that meeting demonstrated that bold 
and creative steps can be made toward 
peace. Another element is that 
although President Carter has es-
tablished nuclear disarmament as a 
priority, to this point, he has been 
frustrated in his efforts. Mention must 
also be made that Washington and 
Moscow are on the verge of a commit-
ment to build a new generation of 
nuclear weapons. The last factor that 
struck me was the belief of Norval 
Hadley, the evangelical Quaker who 
gave leadership to the New Call for 
Peacemaking, that God wants to do 
to following page 
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from page five 
great things through the historic peace 
churches. May this be the time God 
seeks to focus the evil of war as He did 
the evil of slavery in the 19th century? 
Is our silence regarding nuclear 
weapons and war comparable to the 
German Christians' silence in the 
context of Hitler's horrors? 
My fourth basic point is that there is 
growing evidence that the manufac-
turing of war materials and arms 
actually has a negative effect on the 
United States economy. Studies show 
that dollar for dollar, military spend-
ing creates fewer jobs than the same 
amount of money invested in the 
civilian sector. In addition, military 
spending acce le ra tes inflat ion. 
Military hardware satisfies no con-
sumer needs. It is just stored or 
stacked. Although demand is created 
through wages paid, no counter balan-
cing supply is provided through goods 
produced. On the other hand, goods 
produced for the civilian sector are 
sold and thus have a positive impact 
on the economy. 
Another aspect of the picture is that 
nearly half of all American scientists 
are employed in the defense sector. 
This means that while many American 
scientists are working on machines of 
destruction, German and Japanese 
scientists are making advances in 
superior consumer goods and civilian 
technology. These advances have 
enabled the Germans and Japanese to 
out-produce and to out-trade the 
Americans. One result has been the 
weakening of the dollar. The solid 
economies of Japan and West Ger-
many are clear proof that economic 
health does not depend on military 
spending. 
Another major impression consists 
of being once again reminded that it is 
the conservative Christians, fun-
damentalists and evangelicals, who are 
the most pro-military in American 
Christencom. Many American Chris-
tians, denominations, and churches 
have expressed deep concern regarding 
ultimate weapons. In contrast, most 
conservatives have been silent. This 
leads me to make two comments 
regarding evangelicals and war. One is 
that those of us evangelicals who are in 
the peace tradition have done poorly 
in witnessing to the wider evangelical 
community; our work is cut out for us. 
My second comment is that one of the 
John Stoner, member of the planning 
committee. New Call to Peacemaking. 
Ronald J. Sider, member of faculty, 
Eastern Baptist Seminary, who brought 
three Bible messages at the Conference. 
"This conference has reaffirmed for us . . . our 
conviction that Christian love is the answer to 
violence in the world." 
m a j o r r e a s o n s tha t so many 
evangelicals are at ease with world 
armaments is that they have identified 
their Christianity with nationalism. 
Having an invisible concept of the 
church, the state has in fact become 
the corporate aspect of their world 
view. In such an orientation, it is only 
natural to see the "necessity" of 
American military strength. 
As I was reminded of the pro-
m i l i t a r y o r i e n t a t i o n of many 
evangelicals, I also realized the 
relative lack in the peace movement of 
some evangelical strong points. The 
greater accentuation of the new birth 
would have put into sharper focus the 
fact of God's super-natural grace and 
the new heart as the bases for relating 
to friend and foe. The larger place for 
supernaturalism would also have 
enlarged the concern of the immediate 
dependence on God and the impor-
tance of prayer. Thus it is clear that 
evangelicals are very much needed in 
the movement and the fact that 
evangelical Friends are becoming 
more fully involved should encourage 
the Brethren in Christ to more actively 
witness to their understanding of 
peacemaking. 
A consideration of the evils of 
militarism and the peace of Christ 
brought into sharp focus for me the 
distinction between the church and the 
world. There are few aspects of life in 
which we are in greater danger of 
being squeezed into the mold of the 
world than in relation to our attitudes 
toward nation and nationalism. 
Through radio, newspapers, television 
and 12 years of public school we 
absorb the maxim of all societies, 
namely that the ultimate corporate 
reality is the state and the military 
defense of that corporate reality is the 
bottom line. In the past, the Brethren 
in Christ perceived the evil structures 
of society. We may want to be more 
discriminating in our evaluation of 
society than we were in years past but 
one thing is sure: Militarism is an 
aspect of the evil structures. That 
realization can be a significant factor 
in our understanding of nonconformi-
ty-
I do want to note that attention was 
also given to conflicts and peace-
making as they relate to the family, 
the school, the church, and the places 
of work. This aspect of peacemaking 
needs to have a larger place in future 
considerations. 
I would be amiss if I did not touch 
on the issue of war-tax resistance. This 
was the aspect of the conference that 
picked up the mass media. I went to 
the conference assuming that every 
other attendant was on fire for 
war-tax resistance. I found this not 
to be the case. There were con-
siderations of the issues. Such 
to page seven 
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deliberations were set in the context of 
the seriousness of the issue and the 
need of a careful and prayerful ap-
proach to the subject. With the stakes 
as high as the survival of the human 
race, one can understand the quest for 
a total commitment against the threat. 
Lastly, the conference zeroed in on 
military recruitment and the high 
schools. Some high schools have in-
troduced Jr. ROTC. In many high 
schools military recruiters paint a 
romantic picture of military life. High 
school seniors (males) often receive all 
kinds of mail from the military. To 
counter such efforts the conference 
called for action to eliminate High 
School R O T C p rog rams , urged 
counter recruitment programs through 
peace education and saw the need to 
provide educational and counseling 
opportunities for youth which would 
center in on Christ, the Prince of 
Peace, and on the challenge of being 
peacemakers. 
Nine Brethren in Christ delegates 
were in attendance at the New Call to 
Peacemaking: John Arthur Byers, 
D e v o n B o n t r a g e r , D o r c a s 
Climenhaga, J. Allen Heise, Kenneth 
B. Hoover, Marian Musser, Martin 
Schrag, Ronald J. Sider, and John K. 
Stoner. John Stoner had a major role 
in the planning of the New Call and 
Ronald Sider delivered three Bible 
messages relating to peace and non-
violence. 
The Green Lake conference was the 
c l i m a x of t h e N e w C a l l t o 
Peacemaking. The question was if 
such efforts should be continued. It 
was the opinion of the group that 
gathered that the New Call be con-
tinued so as to enable the historic 
peace churches to carry out their God-
given mandate of being peacemakers 
in a world of violence and war. 
Rags to Riches 
from page four 
As He lived out His life of poverty 
and disgrace, at least He kept intact 
the riches of His holiness. Nothing 
could rob Him of that—though Satan 
tried. And yet over and over again we 
read that He had His face set toward 
Jerusalem, where He would become 
sin itself, and cry in the anguish of 
separation, " M y God, why hast Thou 
forsaken me?" 
Truly, as Charles Wesley sang, " H e 
emptied Himself of all but love." 
But our pragmatic age is apt to 
question, "To what purpose was this 
emptying? Why did He embrace so 
doggedly the poverty of man?" But we 
hardly expect the answer. " H e became 
poor, that we, through His poverty, 
might be made rich." 
Every blessing that was His in glory, 
He died in order to give to us. 
R e g a r d i n g p o s s e s s i o n s , H e 
promises that those who seek first His 
kingdom will be personally cared for 
by the Father, who knows perfectly all 
that we need. 
Regarding authority, He promises 
that we shall receive power with the 
indwelling of His Holy Spirit, to be 
His witnesses throughout the earth. 
Regarding temporal honor, we may 
be least among men. But ultimately, 
what greater honor than to be made 
the sons of God and brothers of Jesus 
Christ! And in the future, we are told 
that "We shall also reign with Him." 
Finally, regarding holiness, we 
know that He took our sin only that 
we might receive His righteousness. 
The whole purpose of God for His 
children is that they "be conformed to 
the image of Jesus Christ." And we 
have the promise that He will even-
tually even "change our vile body that 
it may be fashioned unto His glorious 
body." 
Greatness of Christmas 
The greatness of Christmas exists 
not only in Christ's incomprehensible 
transition from wealth to poverty, but 
also in the fact that He underwent that 
transition for us—to make us rich with 
His riches. 
Reprinted from Eternity. Used by permission. 
December 25,1978 
Religious News 
from page two 
Decisions by Committee 
Not Salvation Army Style 
The Salvation A r m y will retain its uni-
forms and "quas i -mi l i ta ry" style but will 
continue growing to meet needs of the 
changing times, according to General Ar-
nold Brown, world commander . 
He said that despite the growing public 
disillusionment with things military, The 
Salvation A r m y has no plans to drop its 
military style. He said the Army has 
" taken only the best aspects of the military 
system." 
Gen. Brown was in Vancouver to head 
The Salvation Army ' s Western Canada 
Congress here. He said when he wants 
something done, he commands his officers 
to do it, instead of meeting with them and 
deciding what to do. The problem with 
decision "by commit tee" is that "by the 
time you do that, it can be too late. T h e 
trouble can be over ," he said. 
Gen. Brown said T h e Salvation A r m y 
r e t a i n s i t s wel l k n o w n S k i d R o w 
ministries. However, modern medical aid 
is now dispensed to alcoholics and down-
and-outers along with the tradit ional ser-
mons, spiritual guidance, and sandwiches, 
he said. 
Lutheran, Catholic Theologians Issue 
Major Statement on Papal Infallibility 
In a major s ta tement on papal infallibili-
ty, the official U.S . Lu the ran-Roman 
Catholic dialogue team has declared that 
" the ul t imate trust of Christ ians is in 
Christ and the gospel, not in a doctr ine of 
infallibility, whether of scripture, the 
church, or the pope ." 
In the common s ta tement , both sides 
agreed t ha t " w h a t e v e r infal l ibi l i ty is 
ascribed to scripture, the church, or the 
pope, it is wholly dependent on the power 
of God ' s word in the gospel ." According to 
the s tatement , " the doctr ine of infallibility 
is an expression of confidence that the 
Spirit of God abides in his church and 
guides it in the t ruth . This understanding 
should allay Lutheran fears that papal 
infallibility is a usurpation of the sovereign 
authority of Chris t , and m a k e clear that 
this dogma is not the central doctrine of 
the Cathol ic Church and that it does not 
displace Christ f rom his redemptive and 
mediatorial role." 
Brewery Halts Sale of 'Baby' Beer 
Following Opposition of Critics 
Anheuser-Busch brewery said it has 
suspended its test marke t promotion of 
"Chelsea ," a low alcohol soft drink beer 
because of criticism that it could turn 
youths into beer drinkers. 
Because of its low alcohol content (0.5 
per cent), Chelsea could be sold to persons 
of any age and was stocked in the test 
areas on grocery shelves alongside the soft 
drinks. The amber colored drink was 
packaged to look like a premium beer and 
had a malt-flavored base with apple, ginger 
and lemon flavor. It sold for about $2 a 
six-pack. 
to page fifteen 
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Miss ions Memos 
God's at Work 
Despite the turmoil within the nation, the growth of the 
Nicaraguan church has not been curtailed. In fact, the 
evidence points toward the sobering facts of the crisis as an 
element in turning new people to the Lord. 
A long-standing concern on the part of both the 
Nicaraguan church and the mission has been to provide an 
adequate training program for pastors. Recent 
negotiations indicate progress in a pastoral-training couple 
entering language school during 1979. 
The Carroll Stottlemyer family of the Five Forks, PA 
congregation are in a major transition period during this 
holiday season. Carroll and Esther and daughters Yvonne 
and April are quitting their jobs, selling their home and 
moving to Des Moines, Iowa as Self-Supporting 
Missionary Associates, for the purpose of assisting pastor 
Verle Brubaker and the Oak Park extension church to 
grow. Karen, a senior in high school, plans to remain in 
Pennsylvania until after graduation. 
Pastor Brubaker had requested assistance in the areas of 
outreach and lay leadership, two areas where Carroll and 
Esther had been active in the Five Forks congregation for 
a number of years. The Stottlemyers had expressed 
interest in Christian service at Roxbury Camp—the 
missions office helped to bring together a resourceful 
family and a pressing need in a way that could be 
duplicated in several other areas across the brotherhood. 
Dr. K. B. Hoover has accepted the challenge of research 
toward a possible Brethren in Christ witness in London. 
Present plans call for him to arrive in England during 
February 1979. This initial phase is expected to take three 
months, focusing on a spiritual relational ministry to 
students and other London residents whose homeland is 
Rhodesia or Zambia. 
Depending on the results of this first phase, "Phase 
Two" could provide for an intermediate assignment for up 
to two years. It is projected that "Phase Two" could 
provide (a) a ministry to those from Africa who share with 
us the stream of a Brethren in Christ heritage, and (b) the 
opportunity to further research the possibility of a church-
planting ministry in London. Only 2% of the population of 
England regularly attends any type of church services. 
Over the past five years the church through the mission 
board has assisted SOUTH SIDE CENTER in providing 
partial support for two staff members. Funds were also 
forwarded for the remodeling of needed facilities. At 
CHRISTIAN STRONGHOLD, Pastor Richardson was 
enabled by partial support from the mission board to quit 
his secular employment as an engineer (he had pastored 
"part-time") and devote his full-time energies as pastor 
and director. Now he is fully supported by the local group. 
Mission board funds now are used to support Dwain 
Harwick, a Messiah College graduate in his third year of 
service in the Christian Stronghold program, working in 
such areas as adult literacy, tutoring and day camps. 
At its October meeting, the Board for Missions 
authorized the continuation of the present supportive 
relationships with these two inner-city programs, finding 
them to be a helpful way of assisting brothers and sisters 
share the Gospel in Philadelphia. 
Also celebrating a fifth anniversary is the Brethren in 
Christ ministry in Pharr, Texas. Unfortunately, the 
photographs sent of the fifth anniversary weekend 
celebrations were lost enroute. Pastor LeRoy Eberly and 
the self-supporting team of workers are ministering in a 
largely Spanish-American environment. Board member 
Henry Landis, former pastor, shared in the weekend of 
special services, as did Glen Pierce, newly appointed 
Secretary of Home Ministries. A fitting conclusion to the 
weekend of services was the Sunday evening meeting 
where a number of youth met at an altar of prayer. 
People are crowding into the cities of Rhodesia and 
Zambia. The population of Bulawayo had doubled in 
recent years to reach the 500,000 mark. Lusaka, a 
"university city," is attracting scores of Brethren in Christ 
young people. 
In response to these urban opportunities, the Board for 
Missions is joining with the churches of Rhodesia and 
Zambia to provide adequate pastoral leadership for new 
city churches. One new congregation in each country will 
be selected for a 1979 "church planting project." A 
congregation committed to full-time pastoral support will 
receive a pastor with faith, vision and positive leadership. 
Brethren in Christ Missions will provide "start-up" fund-
ing on a plan such as: 
New Congregation BIC Missions 
1st year 1/3 2/3 
2nd year 1/2 1/2 
3rd year 2/3 1/3 
Brethren in Christ are in the fifth year of a partnership 
relationship with two black evangelical groups in 
Philadelphia—South Side Center, under the direction of 
Rev. Randy Jones, and Christian Stronghold, under the 
direction of Rev. Willie Richardson. Both men have 
shared in pulpit ministries in a number of Brethren in 
Christ congregations, with several churches developing 
ongoing ties with one or the other of the city programs. 
8 
Pray that this will bring together the already-available 
trained national personnel and the waiting urban harvest 
in fruitful church-planting endeavors. 
to next page 
Evangelical Visitor 
The Coming of Jesus — Love Reaching Out 
This Young Man Was My Brother 
Ayne Shiner 
Mount Joy, PA 
Sleep still clouded my eyes as I climbed onto the 
stool of the doughnut shop to order the cup of coffee 
that would clear out the last remnant of night. In my 
job as a breakfast cook at a local restaurant, four 
thirty in the morning became tougher to face. 
The cup warm in my hands, I sipped carefully. As 
my "wakening" progressed, I noticed a young man 
sitting at my right deeply involved in a book about 
the atrocities of Uganda. I tried not to read over his 
shoulder, but I also was interested in this subject. 
"That's really a depressing book, isn't it?" I said. 
Startled, he turned his dark eyes toward me. His 
face seemed troubled and weary but he was 
obviously eager to talk. 
"Yeah," he smiled slowly, "I just can't see how 
God could let something like that happen." 
Then it was his turn to startle me as he asked, 
"Are you a Christian?" 
"Sure am!" I responded. 
"I just accepted the Lord two weeks ago," he said. 
Then I realized that this young man was my little 
brother, and something was wrong in his life. 
"Someone told me about him on the parking lot 
at Park City," he continued, "and I accepted him. I 
got a Bible right away, and began to read, but doesn't 
look like anything is really working out.. . . " 
"What do you mean?" 
"Well," he stammered, "I lost my job at Park City 
two nights ago, I ain't from around here, and I had 
no place to sleep, so I've been sleeping at Long Park. 
I don't have much, but I have this box [he pointed to 
a small cardboard box wedged between his knees 
and the counter] and my Bible." 
To questions of family he spun out a story of 
noncommunication and brokenness. The night 
before he had slept in a car near the Park and the 
police had "bugged" him a bit around 2:30 a.m. "But 
they didn't have nothing on me," he smiled. 
"I don't know what to do. I ain't got any money 
left, and I need to get to a friend's house up in New 
York. I'd hitch, but the cops are pretty tough on 
hitchers. If only I could get to 1-81 by Harrisburg, I 
could make it." 
The clock moved quickly, and dawn was 
spreading its fingers across the sky. I'd met a lot of 
"down-and-outers" in my life, and before I knew the 
Lord, had been one myself. I couldn't just turn my 
back on this new little brother and walk away. 
"God," I cried silently "what do you want me to 
do?" 
Clearly, there had to be more time. This young 
man was running and scared. He had to know God 
cared, but how? No home, no family, no job, 
nothing. 
"Tell you what," I suggested. "I work at a 
restaurant right down the highway until 1:00 p.m. If 
you come around then, I'll drive you to 1-81." 
to page ten 
The Navajo Community Center, although not entirely 
completed in interior detail, was dedicated on October 14. 
The Center provides a large multi-purpose gymnasium, 
school kitchen and dining room, and laundry and shower 
facilities for the Navajo community. About 275 persons 
were present for the occasion, most of them from the 
surrounding Navajo community, but also a number of 
former staff members who took the occasion to renew ties 
of friendship with Navajo Christians and present staff. 
Several Navajo leaders participated in the bilingual 
program, as did J. Wilmer Heisey, who served as 
Superintendent of Navajo Mission for 14 years. The 
dedication service was followed by a fellowship meal of 
stew and frybread. 
< • ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ i 
< | UR GENT PERSONNEL NEEDS: ' | 
< • o 
(y—Mathematics or science teacher for Zambia. (Apply (> 
to Brethren in Christ Missions, 2519 Stevensville 
' k Road, Stevensville, ONT LOS ISO '" 
' *—Experienced maintenance man for Navajo Mission. ' * 
—Voluntary Service personnel for " e a r n i n g 0 
< > assignments" in San Francisco and New York City. < > 
«• (Apply to Brethren in Christ Missions, Box 149, <. 
0 Elizabethtown, PA 17022) < , 
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This Young Man W a s M y Brother 
from page nine 
Throughout the morning I kept thinking about that 
troubled young man. One of the girls at work was 
horrified that I was taking on a "total stranger." 
"What if he's a criminal?" she asked. I shrugged 
off her concern. 
Right on time, he arrived and climbed wearily into 
the car. 
We talked more as we drove to Mt. Joy and 
stopped for lunch. This time his new Bible came 
along with him, and we sat discussing "starter" 
Scriptures for him to read. He listened carefully as 
we talked of Paul and the Epistles. He told me his 
name, age, and family history. He admitted to 
spending the last of his back-pay funds to get 
"bombed" the night before, and confessed his 
weakness with a real repentance and desire to do 
better. 
By the time we reached Middletown, our 
conversation had dwindled. All had been said. A 
police cruiser along the side of Rt. 283 made him 
slide down into the seat and fumble nervously. 
"You know," I began, as we near 1-81, "it just 
doesn't help to run away if it's running from the will 
of God for you." 
He remained silent. 
"God," I prayed, "he's your son! Help me to help 
him!" 
"It 's just going to be impossible for me to sleep 
tonight." I suggested at last. 
"Why?" he stared at me with serious eyes. 
"Because I won't know where you are, or if you're 
sleeping under a tree in the rain, or what." 
As I eased the car over to the side of the road, he 
whispered, "Can you take me back to Lancaster?" 
"Just as easily as I can take myself back!" I 
proclaimed, relieved. 
The next day at work the newspaper was folded 
with the bottom center of the front page facing me. I 
felt a heat move through me as I caught the 
headlines proclaiming the arrest of a 23-year-old 
man in Lancaster the night before. He had damaged 
thousands of dollars worth of property several nights 
earlier. All the information fit, except the last name. 
A call to Eastern Board headquarters in Salunga 
directed me to call the prison. I shared the 
happenings of the day before with the warden and 
asked if he could give the young man a message for 
me. 
"Just a second," he responded, "these guys have a 
visitor list. . . people they want to see. I'll check for 
your name." 
I waited impatiently. Was it the same fellow? His 
expressions of anger and bitterness led me to believe 
it. Yet he was a stranger. I had been with him only 
one afternoon. 
The warden spoke my name and address, and a 
chill cut through me. Tears fell. This young man was 
so alone, so desperate, that he had used a stranger's 
name to fill his list. 
I was told that he would be in a 48-hour 
quarantine, but that I could see him on Friday at 
3:00 p.m. for half an hour. 
Thus began a series of travels to Lancaster. As I 
entered the dark main entrance, a person behind a 
barred window asked my intentions. Then a buzzer 
sounded, and a heavy door sprung open revealing a 
room with a desk behind which a guard was posted. 
The guard checked the prisoner's list for my name, 
asked my identification, had me sign, then asked me 
to have a seat. 
Looking around, I saw many sad people and heard 
much unhappy talk. Sometimes visitors would argue 
with the guards. Sometimes people would stare at 
me because I was wearing a covering. Sometimes 
women would talk to me of pain caused by their 
husbands or children. There was so much hurt! 
At the appointed hour the prisoners are paged. I 
took my seat at the end of a long row of stools before 
heavily paned windows, each with a telephone 
receiver. My friend entered from his cell block and 
sat on his side of the window. The heavy glass 
separated us, but I could sense his fear and bitterness. 
"You didn't run from God, little brother. Only I 
am aware of how closely you came, and you could 
easily have done just that. But I'm proud of you 
because you didn't, even though you knew that 
coming back to Lancaster meant possible 
imprisonment." 
He rubbed his beard thoughtfully. 
"I ain't proud of what I done!" 
"I didn't say that. But I'm proud that you were 
willing to face the consequences. 
"Time's up!" a deep voice boomed too soon behind 
me. 
I was ushered again to the heavy door where all 
the visitors waited for the buzzer to sound, then 
passed through the darkness and into th'e sunlight. 
In the months that followed my friend and I 
discussed the Sunday school lessons on the theme of 
reconciliation. I learned much from him as he 
accepted responsibility for his actions and sought 
reconciliation. God was "walking me through" the 
lessons as we shared. 
Once my friend held up a yellow slip and told me 
he had been disciplined for refusing to clean his cell. 
"I won't do that no more, because I read that we are 
to submit to the authorities," he said. 
As his bitterness faded, I gained a new awareness 
of myself. We were guilty together . . . sinners all. We 
talked of his trial, of how time seemed to drag by, of 
his eagerness to "do something." He kept up his 
studies and wrote letters to me, and some members 
of my congregation wrote to him. 
A new job forced me to work during visiting 
hours, but on my last visit our faithful God permitted 
me the joy of learning that he and his mother were 
being reconciled. He had told me she is an active 
Christian. 
When I next went to the prison, he was gone, 
leaving my life as quickly as he had entered it. 
However, I am certain that someday I will see him 
again, and there will be joy and freedom. 
Reprinted from The Missionary Messenger. Used by permission. 
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Carroll-Reed: Faith, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ronald Reed, Saxton, Pa., and Gary, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Carroll, Six Mile, Pa., Nov. 11, 
with Rev. Bill Baublitz officiating. 
Hoy-Oldham: Dorothy K., daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. Samuel Oldham, Genesee, Pa., and 
Norman J., son of Mr. and Mrs. Norman B. Hoy, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., July 8, in the Cedar Grove 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Samuel 
Oldham and Rev. A. Hess Brubaker officiating. 
Mareh-Appleman: Mary Loretta, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Werlie Appleman, Canal 
Fulton, Oh., and Wesley, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Marsh, W. Carrollton, Oh., August 5, in 
the Central Avenue Methodist Church, Athens, 
Oh., with Rev. Joseph Bishman officiating. 
Musser-Hedrick: Terri Lee, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Owen Hedrick, and James R., son 
of Rev. and Mrs. Roy Musser, Sr., both of 
Petersburg, WV, June 17, in the Christ Central 
Church, Upper Tract, with Rev. Ed. Null of-
ficiating. 
Redcay-Mason: Linda, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Sherman Mason, Shippensburg, Pa., and 
Jay, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Redcay, 
Newville, Pa., in the Green Spring Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Lome Lichty officiating. 
Reese-Hoover: Anna, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Hoover, Saxton, Pa., and James, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Reese, Warriors Mark, Pa., 
Nov. 3, with Rev. Dean Montogery officiating. 
Rosevear-Rotz: Glenda, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Harold Rotz, Chambersburg, Pa., and 
Thomas, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rosevear, 
Altoona, Pa., May 13, in the Thomas Road 
Baptist Church, Lynchburg, Va., with Rev. Jerry 
Falwell officiating. 
Selbert-Hom: Betty Horn and John 
Seibert, August 5, in the Paramount Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. James D. Ernst of-
ficiating. 
Veilleux-Fortney: Martha Elaine, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth O. Fortney, and 
Darrell Dean, son of Mrs. Aletha D. Veilleux, 
and the late Gerald W. Veilleux, July 29, in the 
Fairview Avenue Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Lynn Thrush officiating. 
Woomer-Zook: Dianna Sue, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Zook, Abilene, Ks., and 
William Woomer, Xenia, IL., Sept. 9, in the Zion 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Paul Hess 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Bumbaugh: Charles D. Bumbaugh, St. 
Thomas, Pa., bom Aug. 29, 1912, died May 12, 
1978. He was the son of Bertrum and Minnie 
Rhine Bumbaugh. He was married to Rachel 
Wenger Bumbaugh who survives. Also surviving 
are three sons: Larry L., Robert E., and Joseph 
B.; 11 grandchildren; two brothers; and four 
sisters. He was a member of the Air Hill Brethren 
in Christ Church where the funeral service was 
conducted by Rev. Roger Witter. Interment was 




Auker: Gwyn Renee, born Nov. 5, to Earl 
and Rena Auker, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Burkholder: Heather Renee, bom Nov. 3, 
to David and Arlene Burkholder, New Guilford 
congregation, Pa. 
Coldsmith: Dustin Ray, bom June 21, to 
John and Twylla (Crider) Coldsmith, Air Hill 
congregation, Pa. 
College: Adam Foster, bom Oct. 16, to 
Foster Jr. and Carrie College, Clear Creek 
congregation, Pa. 
Crider: Philip Smith, bom May 23, to Dana 
and Judy (Smith) Crider, Air Hill congregation, 
Pa. 
Goshorn: Randy Jay, bom May 10, to 
Donald and Mildred (Myers) Goshorn, Air Hill 
congregation, Pa. 
Kauffman: Larissa Marie, bom Oct. 7, to 
Dwight and Carol Kauffman, Mountain View 
congregation, Pa. 
Lehman: Tanisha Leeann, bom Nov. 16, to 
Steven and Wanda Lehman, Palmyra congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Meeker: Jennifer Kay, bom Oct. 23, to 
Stephen and Deborah (Stover) Meeker, Green 
Grove congregation, Pa. 
Ressler: Heidi Marie, bom Oct. 5, to Bob 
and Theresa (Bryant) Ressler, Clear Creek 
congregation, Pa. 
Rickabaugh: Jennifer Renee and Jeffrey 
Christopher, bom July 10, to Chris and Sharon 
(Alleman) Rickabaugh, Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
S i p e : Nicole Lynn, born Nov. 16, to 
Clarence and Betty Sipe, New Guilford con-
gregation, Pa. 
Sollenberger: Corrie Marie, bom Aug. 12, 
to Larry and Carol (Yoh) Sollenberger, Air Hill 
congregation, Pa. 
Strite: Nathan Scott, bom Nov. 9, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Ronald Strite, Fairview Ave. congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Weaver: Billie Jo, bom Nov. 12, to Ray and 
Eva Jean (Tice) Weaver, Green Grove congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Wengert: Amanda Joy, bom Nov. 16, to 
Donald and Donna (Seylar) Wengert, Air Hill 
congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Baker-Miller: Karen, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Miller, Altoona, Pa., and James, son 
of Mrs. Alma Baker and the late Paul Baker, 
Saxton, Pa., Sept. 23, with Rev. Slynn officiating. 
Beam-Bert: Suzanna, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Bert, Newburg, Pa., and Todd, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Beam, Shippensburg, Pa., 
Aug. 19, in the Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Keith Ulery and Rev. Roger Witter 
officiating. 
Carver: Lena Robinson Carver, bom May 
17, 1897, died Nov. 14,1978. She was married 
to George Ernest Winger who preceded her in 
death. She later married Winfred Adam Carver 
who also preceded her in death. She is survived 
by a son, Ray Winger; a daughter, Mrs. Edna Nix; 
a step-daughter, Josie Minor; three sisters; a 
brother; eight grandchildren; and 15 great-
grandchildren. She was a member of the 
Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church where a 
memorial service was conducted by Rev. Robert 
Rolston and Rev. John Young. A service was 
also held in Hagersville by Rev. Paul Nigh and 
Rev. Rolston. Interment was in the Springvale 
Cemetery. 
Forney: Mrs. Janette Forney, Newville, Pa., 
died Nov. 14, 1978, at the age of 65. She is 
survived by a daughter, Chloe E.; two sons: 
Bruce E. and Dean W.; and three brothers. The 
funeral service was conducted in the Egger 
Funeral Home by Rev. Lome Lichty. Interment 
was in the Newville Cemetery. 
Hockenberry: Mrs. Judy B. Hockenberry, 
Chambersburg, Pa., bom Aug. 9, 1945, died 
Nov. 1, 1978. She was the daughter of Mrs. 
Margaret Garrett Rhine and the late Kenneth C. 
Rhine. In addition to her mother she is survived 
by a son, Michael, a daughter, Kimberly Sue; 
four brothers; and a half-sister. The funeral 
service was conducted in the Air Hill Brethren in 
Christ Church by Rev. Keith Ulery. Interment 
was in the Parklawns Memorial Gardens. 
Luse: Bradley Robert Luse, Spring Mills, Pa., 
bom Oct. 30,1958, died Aug. 17,1978. He was 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Dean S. Luse who 
survive. On April 8, 1977, he was married to 
Karen Tice who survives. He is also survived by 
his maternal grandmother, Mildred L. Luse; 
paternal grandmother, Clara E. Carl; two 
brothers; and two sisters. The funeral service was 
conducted in the David J. Jeffries Funeral Home 
by Rev. Wesley Smeal, Rev. Thomas Bouch, and 
Rev. Henry Schaeffer. Interment was in the 
Heckman Cemetery. 
Mel l inger : Mrs. Edna M. Mellinger, 
Wrightsville, Pa., bom Sept. 13,1936, died Nov. 
7, 1978, in St. Joseph's Hospital. She was the 
daughter of the late George L. and Ruth N. 
Shetter Brubaker. She was married to J. Harold 
Mellinger who survives. Also surviving are two 
daughters: Edith and Virginia; three brothers: 
John A, Harold L., and O. George; and a sister, 
Mrs. Betty Zook. She was a member of the 
Locust Grove Brethren in Christ Church. Inter-
ment was in the adjoining cemetery. 
Sol lenberger: David N. Sollenberger, 
Birdsboro, Pa„ bom April 17, 1890, died Aug. 
15, 1978. He was the son of Samuel H. and 
Fannie Lehman Sollenberger. He was married 
to Barbara A. Sollenberger who survives. Also 
surviving are two daughters: Mrs. Catherine 
Buckwalter, and Mrs. Gladys Stickley; two sons: 
Glen S., and Clyde S.; 14 grandchildren; and 11 
great-grandchildren. He was a member of the Air 
Hill Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral 
service was conducted by Rev. Keith Ulery and 
Rev. Roger Witter. Interment was in the Air Hill 
Cemetery. 
to page fourteen 
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A Year's Worth of 
Together-Times 
For Families 
In preparing the 1979 Family Appointment 
C a l e n d a r , we so l ic i t ed ideas fo r fun and 
togetherness from a number of Brethren in Christ 
family members. Taking into account general busy-
ness, the U.S. and Canadian postal systems, human 
error and forgetfulness, we sent for many more 
activities than we could use in the calendar. The 
response was 100%! Rather than file these ideas 
away in the drawer, we're passing them along to 
you. This feature comes with appreciation for the 
many families across our brotherhood who are not 
too busy to share of themselves. 
Families with Young Children 
1 Have toddlers and preschoolers create birthday cards 
with their emerging artistic abilities. Embellish with a 
poem, perhaps. Add signatures, and send to grand-
parents, aunts, uncles, and cousins. 
2 Plan your daily Family Prayer Time with little ones in 
mind. Use stories, sing choruses, and pray prayers that 
allow comprehension and expression by young minds. 
3 Build a Tot's Time into your daily schedule. As a 
parent, make yourself available for a shared activity of 
your child's choosing. Whether reading, swinging, 
throwing ball, piecing together puzzles, or taking a 
walk. Tot's Times have a specialness which creates 
memories that last for years. 
4 When inclement weather or sickness keeps you in-
doors, get out the stuffed animals and dolls and play 
"hospital." Bandages can be wrapped, seams mended, 
"needles and medicine" given, special beds prepared, 
and lots of tender loving care offered. 
5 A large cardboard box (the kind that refrigerators and 
stoves are packed in) from a nearby appliance store can 
provide weeks of family fun. Cut out windows and a 
door to make a "house," "office," "fort," or "store." 
—Rich and Debbi Sisco 
6 During a Vacation 
a. At first campsite look up the word vacation in a 
dictionary. As a family, talk about the meaning of 
the trip and some things you anticipate happening. 
Then thank the Lord in a shared prayer for those 
anticipated things. 
b. Take a little box covered with tin foil for each 
family member. Each box has a label (ex. Nathan's 
special box). In the box, put special little toys, 
crayons, tissue, pencils, tablet, scissors, stic-glue, 
facial cream, etc. These may be used for ap-
propriate activities as you travel. 
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c. Share time at end of day: 1) The neatest thing that 
happened to me this week . . . 2) Share a time you 
felt lonely. 
d. Read Psalm 39:4-7 and each pray a one-sentence, 
thank you prayer. 
—Sam and Mary Fisher 
7 Vacation Travel can be fun with several educational 
games such as, road sign alphabet or estimating the 
distance of objects farther down the road. These help to 
develop perception, and can be checked by the 
odometer. Play in teams—Kids against Mom and Dad. 
(Watch out Mom and Dad, the kids might beat you!) 
8 In settling down to a school schedule it would be a 
good idea to establish an evening of family 
togetherness—not just at a meal. Spend the time 
playing table games, doing an art project (fall leaf 
collage), baking someone's favorite cookies or candy. 
Allow No interruptions. Be firm even if it means taking 
the phone off the hook. 
—Ray and Mary Bailey 
Families of All Ages 
1 Let the children help to plan your vacation by letting 
them explore AAA tour books and travel brochures. 
Hang a map on the wall to have the children chart the 
route. Be sure to include at least one choice of each 
child. 
2 Make a collage by choosing a theme (happiness, 
babies, transportation, etc.). Let each child collect 
pictures from old magazines and catalogs. Paste these 
on posterboard. Sprinkle words cut from magazines 
over the pictures. Each child can explain how his 
picture relates to the theme. This will be a wonderful 
conversation piece weeks later. 
Evangelical Visitor 
3 Back carriers and children's seats on bicycles make a 
peaceful afternoon trip to a playground or park. Let 
the family enjoy the playground, hike through the 
woods, and identify birds, trees, and flowers. Enroute 
home, stop to visit someone—it's a wonderful excuse 
for getting ice water from a new or old friend who 
needed his day interrupted by lively children. 
—Ken and A udrey Brubaker 
Extended and Adopted Families 
1 God gave His Son to us—Could our family share love 
and joy with a child or adult who lacks family security? 
Plan together and invite them to help decorate Easter 
eggs; later hide miniature candy eggs and join in a gala 
hunt. Children enjoy being with teens who care. 
—Roy and Lois Jean Peterman 
4 Plan a family night this week! How about a picnic after 
school, followed by a bike hike, softball game, visit to 
the public library or bowling together? After a hectic 
week, maybe a "stay-home do just what you like" 
night meets your needs. Be cheerful, flexible and enjoy 
it. 
5 Whether you are a family of teens or not, open your 
arms to young people. Let them know they are 
genuinely welcome in your home. Be available—let 
them see a loving, happy Christian. This month, let the 
teens near you know you enjoy them and pray for 
them. 
—Roy and Lois Jean Peterman 
6 School is out. The children are free for the summer. 
There is a lot to do—camping, fishing, swimming. But 
what about the odd moments of boredom on rainy days 
or just before supper? Try planning a special type of 
activity for each week of the summer. One week can be 
pencil sketch week, another poetry, another write a 
song, sculpture, Bible memory, nature, wood craft, 
tempera, etc. Maybe neighbors will join in this one. 
Display the children's creations at a special place. 
—John and Janet Stoner 
7 Buy or make pockets for over the back of the front seat 
in the car. Assign at least one to each family member. 
It saves tempers by keeping papers and small items 
whole and unwrinkled. With different colored felt tip 
pens, mark the route of each trip on a large map. Be 
sure to date it. Circle the places you stayed over night. 
8 Sit in the dark on the lawn on a warm summer evening. 
Identify sounds you hear. Different family members 
will hear different sounds. Or have devotions in the car 
on the way home from somewhere. Have each member 
pick a song and recite a passage from the Bible. 
Sometimes recite a passage in unison. 
So you're NOT in the dark; have family members 
bring different versions and paraphrases to compare 
meanings when you have devotions at home. 
9 Spend a day working around the house together. Mom 
can clean garden produce near Dad as he paints the 
garage and the kids wax their bicycles. But be sure no 
one is isolated from the others. 
10 Make paintbrush cookies. Buy or borrow a variety of 
cutters and decorate the cookies using small art 
brushes dipped in egg yolks colored with food 
coloring. Then bake. Especially fun for special 
seasons. 
—Henry and Martha Miller 
2 Family sharing between the generations is a valuable 
part of family life. An activity which all ages enjoy in 
the spring is a flower hike. Stroll through the woods 
accompanied by a botanist friend or a flower book and 
see the spring beauties, jack-in-the-pulpit and 
Dutchman's-breeches. How many kinds of flowers can 
you identify? 
—John and Janet Stoner 
3 Living near a college campus, I find that students 
always enjoy a home cooked meal. Baking a batch of 
cookies and calling someone on dorm to come enjoy 
them with you makes it fun. Be sure to have the person 
invite four or five of his friends along. Exciting to see 
who comes. 
4 Have a child or two over for a fun day. This includes 
such things as running the dog, walking in the park, a 
picnic, baking cookies, playing games on the floor or 
watching a children's TV program. This can also be 
done with an older person, adjusting the activities to 
their interests and agility. 
—Beulah Heisey 
5 Have a Hospi ta l i ty Hol iday (Chr i s tmas or 
Thanksgiving). Invite one or more older persons to be 
your guests. Contact your local retirement village or 
Senior Citizens center. Invite a non-relative if possible 
or invite a child from a poor home, child center, or 
children's home; be to them as grandparents. Have 
them in your home during the school holidays. 
6 Over a period of several weeks, have six to eight 
couples your age assigned to visit people of another 
culture: Amish, Indian, Jewish, Spanish-speaking 
community, etc. Maybe two couples each. Learn some 
crafts, cooking ideas or recipes, courting-dating-
wedding-marriage customs, worship styles, fashions, 
education, etc. Then have a come-together and share 
findings-time. 
7 Invite a group of couples of your church or local 
community who have been married for 25 to 30 years 
to your home or community center for a night of 
reminiscing: 
Tell of first acquaintance, dates, etc. Share some 
delightful experiences or difficult days. Share some 
hopes, aspirations, etc. for the future. Share informal, 
tea, cookies, games, etc. 
—Simon and Betty Lehman 
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Conference News 
Allegheny 
The Altoona congregation observed an old 
fashioned love feast on Saturday, November 18. 
The service consisted of both afternoon and 
evening sessions. • Abe and Maty Yoder were 
re-elected to the office of deacon for the Big 
Valley congregation. The Consecration Service 
was a part of the morning worship hour on 
November 19 with Bishop Alvin Book in charge. 
• The Singles of the Cedar Grove congrega-
tion participated in a shopping trip on Saturday. 
November 18, which was concluded by seeing 
the film, "All Mine to Give," at Eshelman's Sight 
and Sound near Lancaster, Pa. • Forty-three 
persons traveled by chartered bus from Everett, 
Pa. to visit Messiah College and Messiah Village 
on November 11. Included in the group were 
members of the Spring Hope, Clear Creek, 
Canoe Creek, Martinsburg, and Woodbury 
churches. • Mr. and Mrs. Paul Beachy were 
elected to the office of deacon for the Clear 
Creek congregation in an election held 
November 12. 
The youth of the Fairview Avenue con-
gregation combined an all-night slumber party at 
the church with the making of hoagies as a fund 
raising effort. • The Grantham congregation 
included as a part of their bulletin material for 
the November 12 issue a brief biographical 
sketch of the ten new members who were 
received into membership on that date. (This 
appears to be an idea well-worth copying.) • A 
reception service on Sunday, November 5, saw 
eight new members received into the fellowship 
of the Green Spring congregation. The pastor 
of the congregation, Lome Lichty, reported an 
increased attendance at the services. • A special 
Thanksgiving offering was received by the Mar-
tinsburg congregation for the children of the 
Messiah Children's Home at Mount Joy, Pa. 
Carlton Wittlinger, denominational archivist, 
was the guest speaker at the morning worship 
service of the Montgomery congregation on 
Sunday, October 8. This service was in obser-
vance of the 200th anniversary of the denomina-
tion. Menno Brubaker, Elizabethtown, Pa., led 
the singing by lining the hymns which were sung 
unaccompanied. • The Messiah Village Auxiliary 
met for their annual meeting on Saturday 
afternoon, October 14, at which approximately 
100 were in attendance. They had a report on 
the activities of the auxiliary and received infor-
mation from Jeff Krimmel, Social Director, that 
the facility is filled and there is a waiting list. 
The Mt. Rock congregation observed a 
family emphasis week-end November 18, 19 
with guest speakers, John Arthur Brubaker, 
Clyde Meadows and Audrey Brubaker. • 
October 15 was observed as Rally Day by the 
Mowersville congregation with the pastor 
bringing the morning message and the 
Carpenter's Too l s from Mechanicsburg, 
sharing music at both the morning and evening 
services. • Dr. Richard Canfield was guest 
speaker on Sunday, October 22, at the New 
Guilford congregation with a special emphasis 
on families. Former bishop, Charlie B. Byers, 
served as evangelist at the New Guilford 
Brethren in Christ Church, November 5-12. 
The Saxton congregation had a mis-
sionary emphasis during the month of October 
with Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Shenk and Lois 
Jean Sider as guests. • The Spring Hope 
congregation received six new members into 
fellowship on Sunday. October 29. • James 
Stauffer, pastor of the Jemison Valley con-
gregation, reports an attendance of over 100 
during the month of October which is a record 
high for that congregation. 
Atlantic 
A Lay Witness Mission was held at the 
Centerville Brethren in Christ Church Friday-
Sunday, October 10-12. The mission was 
preceded by 24 hour prayer vigil observed 
T h u r s d a y t h r o u g h F r i d a y . • T h e 
Elizabethtown congregation is publishing a 
monthly news letter which covers items of 
interest in the church's program as well as 
a m o n g the church ' s membersh ip . The 
November newsletter included biographical 
sketches of recently received members into the 
church. The congregation expects to be in their 
new sanctuary early in December with dedica-
tion scheduled for Sunday, January 7. 
The Holden Park congregation observed 
Thanksgiving with a dinner at the church at 
noon on Thanksgiving Day. • Brother and 
S i s t e r Graybi l l W o l g e m u t h recently 
celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary. 
Brother and Sister Wolgemuth have been 
devoted promoters and supporters of the Mis-
sion Program of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
Brother Wolgemuth is a past chairman of the 
Board for Missions. • The Skyline View 
congregation recently mailed nearly 8,000 
copies of a promotional brochure to box holders 
in a five-mile radius of the church. The brochure 
contained a brief inspirational message, an 
introduction to the pastor and his wife, an 
outline of opportunities the church provides, and 
a schedule of services. 
Canadian 
Nearly 70 persons registered for a Christian 
Education Seminar held for the congregations 
of the Toronto and Huron areas for the 
Canadian Conference at the Bridlewood 
Church on Saturday, November 18. • Sunday, 
November 19, was the occasion of the anniver-
sary service for the Bridlewood congregation 
with B i s h o p Emeri tus , E. J. S w a l m , 
speaking. • A special weekend was 
observed by the Falls View congregation for 
December 1-3 entitled "Growth Weekend" at 
which Ruth Dourte, Lancaster, Pa., was the 
resource person. 
A daughter church of the Rosebank con-
gregation, began services in the West Heights 
Elementary School, Kitchener, Ontario, on Sun-
day, November 26. • The women of the 
Wainfleet congregation sponsored a Right to 
Life Rally on November 11 with Dr. John 
Muggeridge as the guest speaker. • Henry 
Ginder was evangelist for a Spiritual Life 
Crusade at the Welland Church October 15-
22. On Wednesday, November 1. Arthur 
Driedger, reported to the congregation the 
situation in Nicaragua. Mr. Driedger represented 
Mennonite Central Committee in this presenta-
tion. • The Riverside congregation which is 
located on the campus of Niagara Christian 
College observed its first year of ministry on 
Sunday, October 22. There were approximately 
150 in attendance. 
Central 
The Campbellsville congregation pre-
sented a pageant "Early Brethren in Christ 
Workers in Kentucky" on Sunday evening, 
November 12. Beulah Arnold was responsible 
for the direction of the play from its beginning 
idea to its completion. Approximately 90 per-
sons were in attendance from the Kentucky 
Brethren in Christ churches. • The children from 
the Morrison congregation presented the 
musical, "Everyone Calls Him Sir" on Sunday 
evening, November 12. This musical was written 
by Ron Long and Joanne Barrett, members 
of the Grantham congregation. • The Nap-
panee congregation joined in the dedication of 
the new home of Dave and Erma Arnold on 
Sunday afternoon, November 26. Bishop David 
Climenhaga led in the dedication ritual. 
The film, "Noah's Ark in the Genesis Flood" 
was shown on Saturday evening, November 16, 
at the Pleasant Hill Church. • The annual 
Christmas party for the Sippo congregation was 
held at the Dutch Valley Restaurant on Monday 
evening, December 18. • Carl Lewis and wife, 
from Colorado Springs, Co., were installed as 
the pastoral couple for the Carland Zion 
congregation at an installation service on 
December 3. • Mr. and Mrs. James Engle 
and family were guests of the Valley Chapel 
Brethren in Christ Church on Sunday, 
November 19. They shared in the Sunday 
morning worship service. James is a former 
pastor of the Valley Chapel congregation, 
presently in graduate studies in Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Midwest 
Paul W. Unruh, Greencastle, Pa., was the 
guest minister for a week of Family Life Renewal 
at the Mountain View congregation. The 
services began on Sunday, November 12-19. A 
group from the Zion congregation journeyed to 
Wichita on Sunday, November 26 for a time of 
sharing with the new congregation there. 
Pacific 
The Redwood Country Church held a 
Family Life Renewal Emphasis November 12-15 
with David New as the resource person. • With 
the receipt of 24 new members on November 
12, the Upland congregation has received into 
fellowship 56 members during 1978. During the 
last three years the congregation has given 25 
new members in the starting of three new 
congregations. The present membership is 545. 
• A Southern California Church Growth 
dinner was held recently at which time support 
for new churches was obtained involving both 
time and money. Plans are for the building of a 
fund for land purchases and the planting of a 
new church in Irvine. • Carl Keefer, Director 
of Stewardship, recently shared with the On-
tario congregation in a session in Family 
Finance Planning. 
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Holiday Inn Sets Gambling 
Casino and Suddenly 
Loses its President 
Much has been written about the 
decisions a president and chief executive 
officer of a m a m m o t h corporat ion must 
m a k e that entail ethics, complete honesty 
and religious feeling. Meet a man named 
L. M . Clymer . He ' s quitt ing as the N o . 2 
man of the Holiday Inns empire . A mat ter 
of "personal and religious convict ions" 
was i n v o l v e d in his t a k i n g " e a r l y 
re t i rement" at 55. 
Hol iday Inn ' s board had decided to 
build and opera te a $55 million hotel-
casino in At lant ic City, the gambling 
capital of the eastern U . S . M r . Clymer , 
president and chief executive officer, op-
poses gambl ing and promptly quit his 
high-paying job . 
In a s ta tement issued by Holiday Inns, 
Inc. , M r . Clymer said: " I t is my overriding 
regard and respect for my Lord Jesus 
Christ which has led me to this decision. 
My determinat ion to follow His leading 
for me is the basis for this decision. It has 
been discovered through prayer and the 
study of His Word over many months . It is 
a very personal discovery and , as well as I 
presently unders tand , it is His will for me 
a lone." 
Report USSR Drive Against 
Parents Who Teach 
Religion to Children 
Soviet parents who teach religion to 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n a r e s t i l l f r e q u e n t l y 
threatened with deprivation of their paren-
tal rights and in some cases, the children 
are actually taken away, according to an 
article quoting " recen t evidence" in the 
latest issue of Religion & Freedom, a new 
ecumenical British monthly. 
The greatest pressure is placed on the 
m o r e e v a n g e l i c a l B a p t i s t s , t h e 
Pen t ecos t a l i s t s and the Seven th -day 
Advent is ts whose number the anonymous 
writers est imates at something over a 
million members . People belonging to 
these Churches find it harder than do 
Or thodox Chris t ians to adapt to Soviet 
society and cannot let the s tate 's efforts to 
capture the minds and hear t of the young 
go unopposed. 
Queen Elizabeth II Heads Assemblage 
To Reopen 'Mother Church of Methodism' 
Queen Elizabeth II, supreme governor 
of the Church of England, headed an 
assemblage of government and religious 
leaders who flocked to Wesley 's Chapel on 
City Road , London, Nov . 1, for the 
reopening of the " M o t h e r Church of 
Wor ld M e t h o d i s m . " 
The observance took place 200 years 
f rom the day tha t John Wesley preached 
his first sermon in the historic chapel. 
Three services were held to accommoda te 
the 3,000 Methodis ts f rom around the 
wor ld who c a m e to L o n d o n for the 
celebration. 
December 25,1978 
Billy Graham at Age 60: 
No Thought of Slowing Down 
Billy G r a h a m , a grandfa ther 14 times, 
observed his 60th bir thday on Nov. 7, but 
he has no thought of slowing down. " I ' m 
going to go on until the Lord takes my 
strength away ," he said in an interview 
with the Minneapolis Star as he prepared 
for a trip to Japan and Singapore. 
" M y health is excellent and I told my 
doctor at the M a y o Clinic that I never felt 
bet ter ," he reported. Every day, he jogs a 
mile and does calisthenics. 
N e w d o o r s a r e o p e n i n g f o r t h e 
evangelist, particularly in Eastern Europe, 
and new relationships are developing with 
R o m a n Catholics and he said he "wants to 
be open to whatever the Lord has for me ." 
Those opening doors may mean a 
speaking tour of the Soviet Union late next 
year if an invitation is forthcoming f rom 
Soviet Christ ians, as expected. 
Cause For New Optimism Seen 
For Church Life in Britain 
The past two or three years may have 
seen the start of a d ramat ic change in the 
lives of the Churches in England, accord-
ing to two men who are close to the church 
scene. 
They made the remarks in welcoming 
nearly 400 Americans who have come to 
London for a "par tnersh ip mission" based 
on 53 Baptist churches. And they also said 
it looks as if the churches may at last be 
emerging f rom the end of a long dark 
tunnel—a tunnel which stretches back to 
before the First World W a r . 
The two welcoming men were Dr. David 
S. Russell, secretary of the Baptist Union 
of G r e a t B r i t a i n and I r e l a n d , a n d 
evangelism specialist Lewis Misselbrook. 
Dr. Russell told the Americans, who 
have arrived to help in outreach work 
around the country, " I t is my judgment 
that the state of the churches in the United 
Kingdom now is much better , much more 
optimistic than it has been for some long 
time. I have detected even during the past 
year unmis takable signs of a new op-
timism, hope, faith and expectat ion." 
Church Day Care Centers 
Reject State Licensing 
Refusal of fundamental is t Christ ian 
academies in Nor th Carol ina to submit to 
state regulation in any form now has 
spread to ten church-operated day care 
centers. Like the schools, they are refusing 
t o c o m p l y wi th s t a t e l i cens ing r e -
quirements. 
The day care licenses expired Aug. 31. A 
spokesman for the protesting schools said 
"i t is our conviction after careful examina-
tion of the Holy Scriptures and the con-
stitutions of the United States and of the 
State of Nor th Carol ina that for us to any 
longer accept a license f rom the state is 
wrong." 
Such centers are regulated by the state 's 
Day C a r e Child Licensing Commiss ion, 
which met in all-day session with represen-
tatives of the attorney general 's office Aug. 
31, to consider the situation. The C o m -
missioners voted to warn each center by 
letter that it is not in compliance with state 
laws and that if it continues to refuse, the 
commission will take court action. 
Priest Warns Lebanese Christians 
"In Danger of Being Wiped Out" 
Christ ians in Lebanon are in danger 
of being wiped out, according to Msgr . 
John Meaney, regional director of the 
Pontifical Mission to Palestine, who has 
spent the last six months in Beirut. Msgr . 
Meaney gave the warning in conversations 
with newsmen here during a visit to Bri-
tain. He said Armenian Catholics, normal-
ly pacifist, were carrying guns to protect 
the remains of their belongings f rom the 
Syr ians , the " so -ca l l ed peacekeep ing 
force" in the country. 
" A n d they are prepared to fight to the 
last m a n , " he said. Lebanon, which was 
carved out of Greater Syria by the French 
after World W a r I, is divided into Moslem 
and Christ ian communit ies and the coun-
try is now part i t ioned in all but name. 
Rhodesia Sentences Nun to Prison 
For Failure to Report Guerrillas 
A black Roman Cathol ic nun has been 
sentenced to two years imprisonment, with 
18 months of the term suspended, for 
failure to report the presence of black 
na t iona l i s t guer r i l l as at her mission 
h o s p i t a l n e a r B u l a w a y o in w e s t e r n 
Rhodesia. 
Cathol ic sources here said that Sister 
Clotilda Moyo, 26, an Afr ican member of 
the predominantly Spanish order of the 
D a u g h t e r s of C a l v a r y , h a d t o l d a 
Bulawayo court that she was afraid that if 
she reported the guerrillas, her clinic would 
have been closed by the government or 
destroyed by the guerrillas and her life 
endangered. 
According to the sources, the presiding 
judge, rejecting Sister Clot i lda 's defense, 
said that the security forces required " the 
greatest coopera t ion" f rom the public and 
that " m e m b e r s of the Cathol ic Church are 
not immune f rom penalities, if they failed 
to comply ." 
East Germany Arrests Evangelical Couple 
Protesting High School Military Training 
The first known arrest for parental 
oppos i t ion to c o m p u l s o r y classes in 
m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g in t h e G e r m a n 
Democrat ic Republic has occurred in East 
Berlin's borough of Friedrichshain. 
Har ry and Renate Pohl were arrested 
following a protest s tatement they handed 
to the Communi s t city council. According 
to a news release of the Berlin Worker s 
Group for H u m a n Rights , the Pohls have 
been active in their Evangelical (Lutheran) 
congregation against what they called 
"educat ion for ha te . " 
The Communis t government of East 
Germany introduced compulsory military 
training for high school grades 9 and 10 in 
Sep t embe r . P r o t e s t a n t and C a t h o l i c 
churches have been opposing the measure 
f rom local pulpits in nearly every synod 
and on all levels. A poster denouncing the 
military training was sponsored by the 
Evangel ica l S t u d e n t C o n g r e g a t i o n of 
Dresden, which embraces the Lutheran 
churches of the city. 
15 
Nevertheless . . . A Happy Christmas 
Herman W. Gockel 
Last year we received one Chr is tmas card that 
s tands out in our memory above all others. 
Elegantly printed and reflecting the general good 
taste of the sender, the greeting consisted of only four 
words: " N E V E R T H E L E S S — a Happy Chr is tmas ." 
W e have thought of the message of that card more 
than once during the intervening months. In a very 
real sense Chr is tmas was, is, and always will be 
God ' s great "nevertheless" spoken to a fallen race. 
It was a cruel and sordid world into which the first 
Chr i s tmas came. Civilization af ter civilization had 
rotted and died. At the moment R o m e was supreme, 
and her mighty cities were filled with sin and shame 
and vice. 
A t that moment , the Scriptures tell us, " t he fulness 
of the time had come." The clocks of heaven had 
struck. The cup of man ' s iniquity was filled to 
overflowing. But, behold! Instead of thunderbolts of 
judgment rolling through the skies, as men had every 
reason to expect, angel voices filled the midnight air 
with messages of peace on earth and God 's good will 
toward men. 
W h a t a "nevertheless"! The world had given God 
nothing but sin, and in return he offers men nothing 
but grace. 
The world had turned its back on God, but 
N E V E R T H E L E S S — " G o d so loved the world that 
H e gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
bel ieveth in H i m should not perish but have 
everlasting life." 
Thank God, Chr is tmas is still the great festival of 
"nevertheless" for you and me—also in the year of 
our Lord, 1978. 
Our gift to the Lord at the end of another year may 
be another diary of scarlet sin, a record of pettiness, 




Nevertheless! Nevertheless God reaches down to 
you and me at Chris tmas-t ime with His message of 
peace, of pardon, of paradise reopened. 
Chris tmas 1978 may find us weighted down with a 
peculiar cross that the Lord in heaven has fashioned 
just for our shoulder—loneliness, illness, pain, the 
limitations of old age, cruel slight by friends and 
loved ones, the loss of a beloved. 
Nevertheless! Nevertheless, a happy Chris tmas 
can be yours. For Christ , your Brother, has been 
born. And He is the mighty God, the Prince of Peace, 
your Savior, and your Lord. 
It is He who assures you this Chris tmas, as H e has 
so many times before, "Lo , I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world!" 
There is, indeed, rich meaning, deep comfort , and 
great cheer in the greeting: " N E V E R T H E L E S S — a 
Happy Chr is tmas ." 
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